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9716 Middleton Road

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

April 14, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:
Subject: Preparing Pets for Disaster Seminar
Because I recognize your expertise in the media field and your broad reach to the public, I am writing to ask for your assistance in advertising our potentially lifesaving workshop, Preparing Pets for Disaster.  I have enclosed an event announcement and ask that you “spread the word” about this next session, in McLean, VA.  I would be happy to provide other promotional materials at your request.

The need for having a family emergency preparedness plan is not a new topic, and Fairfax County government has systems that are in continual development to address this.  However, in the wake of the September 11th terrorist attack and the recent natural disaster in New Orleans and surrounding areas, attention is even more keenly focused on this all-important safety issue.

It is now recognized that a key factor impacting public safety and the ability of government services and first responders to function effectively in disaster is dealing with pet owners and their companion animals.  Many citizens will not follow directions to evacuate soon enough, if at all, because they don't want to leave their pets behind.  And, when pets are left, there is the aftermath of people trying to get back to them, both the owners and animal rescuers.  These facts have never been more tragically demonstrated, than in the New Orleans debacle.  An estimated 63% of households in American have pets, with 45% of these having more than one.—This demographic translates to a very large number of Fairfax County citizens.  The majority of American households have more pets than children!  But until recently, there has been little emphasis on this "animal inhabitants" angle of disaster preparedness.  On both the local and national levels, dealing with pets is to be officially integrated into disaster response planning.  

In order to fill this information gap in our community, our local American Red Cross has begun a new initiative, Pets ‘N Preparedness.  Over the next year, there will be “Preparing Pets for Disaster” seminars in every District in Fairfax County.  Guest experts will provide pet owners with the information necessary to prepare themselves and their companion animals, for the unexpected.  The topics discussed will include   everyday necessities to shelter in place or transport re pets; preparing a Pet Ready Kit and Plan, including identifying “pet friendly” destinations, in advance; rapid onset emergency tips to evacuate with pets when possible; the importance of learning Pet First Aid; and the current state of county and area non-profit plans for handling family animals when disaster strikes.

Please feel free to contact me at the number below if you have questions or would like further information.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation,
Melissa Klein, Volunteer Chair of Pets ‘N’ Preparedness Program

Fairfax/Falls Church Office of the American Red Cross
Office:  703-805-2332

 Email:  vilesj@redcrossnca.org
 Enclosures (1)
